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Representative Currey, Senator McCrory, Representative McCarty, Senator Berthel, Vice Chair Leeper, 
Vice Chair Winfield and esteemed members of the Education Committee, my name is Robin Magilnick 
and I am a parent of a Staples High School, School Counselor.  Thank you for the opportunity to offer 
testimony in opposition of Senate Bill 1095 - AN ACT CONCERNING SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS. 

 
My belief is that this bill is inappropriate for the role of a School Counselor.  I am speaking to this as not 
just a parent of a current School Counselor, but also as a parent of someone who had needed their 
School Counselor through the years as a student.   

 
While my children were in school, the School Counselor was always the safe place my children were able 
to seek advice, a non judgmental ear and a safe refuge when there was a situation in school that they 
were unable to handle on their own.  I believe if their School Counselor had the capacity of the School 
Resource Officer, (which their school also had), they would not have viewed the School Counselor’s 
office as the safe haven it should be. 

 
Speaking now as the parent of a current School Counselor I feel that having them act with the capacity 
of a SRO would remove the “safe zone” that is created in the counseling department.  The students 
need to have a place to go that they feel completely safe to open up about things that are taking place 
in their day at school in addition to life struggles that they may encounter.  If they think their words will 
be used against them there is much less of a chance they will come to their School Counselor for the 
advice, guidance and help that is so desperately needed by many of them. 

 
I can honestly say that my daughter’s School Counselor in high school is what inspired her to become a 
School Counselor and helped to shape the way she interacts and really cares about the well being of her 
students.  If she needed to act as an SRO it would make her ability to help the students much harder.  It 
would ask her to cross the line to become part of the law enforcement community, and therefore limit 
what her students would be willing to discuss with her. 

 
I know if the discipline component is added to the interactions with the students, the feeling of the 
counseling department being a safe zone will quickly fade away.  SROs are looked at as law enforcement 
by the students and it is a direct conflict with the role of the School Counselor. 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration in revising this bill. 
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